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Introduction on the
China Mainland IBA inventory

Simba Chan
Senior conservation officer
BirdLife Asia Division

With an area of 9.6 million square kilometres, China is almost as
big as Europe. On the eastern side, almost all birds breed in
eastern Russia and Mongolia have to migrate through or winter in
China. On the western side, the steppe and mountains are the
large strongholds of many species found in inland Asia, for
example, Black—necked Crane and Saker Falcon. In the southwest,
mountains of the eastern Himalayas interlock with the subtropical
forests of South East Asia, resulting in an area of high diversity
and endemism and relict species. Conservation of Asia's bird
species cannot be achieved without China.

We now all understand that the most important and effective way
to protect species is to conserve the places they dependent upon.
However, selection of sites and prioritization on resources
investment is far from easy. The Important Bird Area (IBA)
Programme of BirdLife International provided a set of scientific
and objective criteria and a list of sites of conservation importance
judged against these criteria. Of course, people would quickly
point out that the main interest of BirdLife and BirdLife partners is
birds, which may be seen as biased. However, since the
beginning of the IBA Programme BirdLife has not pretended the
IBA would include all important sites. We are working at our best
knowledge to use birds as indicators of biodiversity at various
sites. In fact, from the experience of the last 20 years this has
been very effective. The joint programme that BirdLife
International works with Conservation International and other
organisations, the Key Biodiversity Area (KBA), revealed most of
the KBAs are also identified by the IBA criteria. For instance, more
than 90% of the KBAs in the Philippines are identified by the IBA
programme. This makes IBA not just a universal indicator but also
a popular one, as there are far more birdwatchers who can contribute
data than people who are interested in other wildlife taxa.

The BirdLife IBA programme has successfully been
acknowledged by the Europe Union as a tool to identify sites for
the Special Protected Areas ('Bird Directive'). Since the publication
of the first European IBA inventory (1989), regional inventories in
the Middle East (1994), a second edition for Europe (2000), and
Africa (2001) have been published. The Asian inventory was
published and launched at the IUCN World Conservation Congress
in Bangkok in 2004. Regional IBA inventories are in preparation and
planned for the Americas and Oceania, and national IBA directories
have been published for almost 70 countries.

Compilation of IBA in China started in 1998. The workshop in
Changhua, Taiwan had invited scores of birdwatchers
representing birdwatching organizations all over Taiwan, Penghu,
Kinmen and Mazu to identify sites qualified to be listed in the IBA
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inventory. A total of 53 sites have been identified and confirmed.
In December 1998, the first IBA workshop in China mainland
invited about 12 ornithologists to discuss potential IBAs in China
mainland. Additional field surveys were conducted in western
China from 2000 to 2002. When the inventory of Asia was
published in 2004, a total of 445 IBAs had been identified in China
mainland, plus two in Hong Kong and one in Macao.

Although we had spent some years in collecting IBA information
in China, there are lots of gaps of knowledge as China is so big a
country. In recent year, as more and more people interested in
birds, and information flow speeded up thanks to the use of the
Internet, we have acquired a lot more new information on
distribution of species and previously unknown sites. The old
inventory may have missed some recently discovered important
sites. In 2006, with the funds available from the World Bank
Safeguarding Important Area of Natural Habitat Programme,
BirdLife organized workshops and consultation on revising the IBA
inventory of China in 2006 and 2007. The revised China mainland
inventory is published in Chinese for the first time.

Despite all the efforts devoted and care taken in updating the
inventory, this edition is still far from being a complete inventory
of all possible IBA in China, and some data may still have to be
revised and improved. However, we believe this is the best we
can get with resources available at present. We want to have it
published to promote an understanding and interest in IBA
amongst amateurs and researchers alike, and have a wider
involvement of contributors to the programme. Then we will have
a more comprehensive and detailed inventory on important sites
to be protected in China. The IBA inventory we published now
marks a beginning, but not the conclusion, of the IBA
development in China.

We hope in the near future, there will be more people with good
knowledge of birds participating in the IBA programme in China.
For more detailed and focused data collection, compilation of
provincial inventories will be more preferable than another national
inventory. When all of the provinces have their own IBA
inventories, we will have a complete inventory for China. We also
hope the IBA programme in China will have the similar function as
the European IBA inventory, not just to list up all sites needed to
be protected, but also promote a system of site monitoring and
local community involvement in conservation actions. The [BA
Programme should also promote information exchange and cooperation
between site managers in China and neighbouring countries.

The major contributors to the programme are listed on the title

page of this inventory. In addition, the following people
contributed to the compilation of the inventory, including
participants to the IBA Workshop held in Fuzhou from 30 March to
1 April 2007: Bai Qingquan, Silvia Choi Ching-ya, Jimmy Choi
Chi-yeung, Cao Lei, Chen Cangsong, Chen Zhihong, Dong
Jiangtian, Dong Lei, Dong Lu, Dong Wenxiao, Gan Xiaojing, Lei
Jinyu, Li Peng, Li Zhaocheng, Leung Va, Liang Wei, Lin Chen, Lin
Qingxian, Liu Qiang, Liu Yang, Liu Yuyi, Long Tinglun, Que Pinjia,
Shan Kai, Tao Xudong, Wang Changda, Wang Chuanbo, Wang
Jian, Wang Ruiging, Wang Xiaolan, Wen Xianji, Yang Jin, Yu Yat-
tung, Yuan Xiao, Fion Cheung Ka-wing, Zhang Liying, Zhang Yu,
Zheng Kanghua, Zhou Haixiang, Mark Barter, and Richard
Lewthwaithe. The surveys in western China from 2000-2002
were supported and conducted by Ma Ming, Drolma Yangzom, Liu
Waulin, Dorge Tsering, Zhang Hong, Wang Chuanbo, Zhang Fang,
and Cheng Jun. We also thank those who contributed
photographs of IBAs to this inventory, or assisted in finding
suitable photographs: Bai Qingquan, Chen Bin, Chen Hui, Chen
Liang, Chen Shuihua, Chen Zhihong, Ding Changging, Ding
Hong'an, Dong Jiangtian, Dong Lei, Dong Wenxiao, Feng Limin,
Fu Jie, Gan Xiaojing, Gao Chuan, Gou Jun, Gu Changming, Han
Lianxian, Han Yongxiang, Hu Shaorong, Hua Fangyuan, Huang Hai,
Kang Hongli, Lee Kwok-shing, Li Mingpu, Li Peng, Li Sheng, Li
Xin, Li Yunfei, Li Zhongai, Liu Mingyu, Liu Xuezhong, Liu Yang, Liu
Yuyi, Lin Zhi, Ma Chaohong, Carrie Ma Ka—wai, Ma Ming, Shan Kai,
Shen You, Samson So Ngai—hung, Tian Suixing, Wang Hengrui,
Wang Jiyi, Wang Qishan, Wang Ruiging, Wang Xiaolan, Wei Qian,
Xiao Wen, Yang Jin, Yao Li, Yu Haiyan, Yu Lin, Yu Yat-tung,
Zhang Gaofeng, Fion Cheung Ka-wing, Zhang Yong, Zhang Yu,
Zhang Kejia, Zheng Yongfu, Zheng Zhuo, Zhong Jia, Zhou Fang,
Zhou Lizhi and Zhu Mihui.

Wang Dezhi, the BP Conservation Programme (now Conservation
Leadership Programme) Intern at Conservation International
Beijing Office checked all IBA information over the KBA database
and gave useful comments on revision. Samson So Ngai—hung OF
THE HONG KONG BIRD WATCHING SOCIETY extracted
information from the Chinese IBA data forms and translated this
into English. Fion Cheung Ka-wing, THE CHINA PROGRAMME
OFFICER OF BIRDLIFE INTERNATIONAL, translated the chapter
on justification and supported publication of the inventory. Hua
Fangyuan, A PHD STUDENT in the USA, translated introductory
chapters of the IBA inventory into Chinese and proof-read the
entire Chinese text voluntarily. We would like to send our
gratitude to this assistant editorial team.

We would also like to thank Prof. Zheng Guangmei who gave advice
to our IBA programme from the beginning, Richard Grimmett and
Noritaka Ichida for their supervision of the IBA Programme and
Anthony Whitten of the World Bank for his support and advice.
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