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Abstract: From 2011 to 2013, a survey of folk domestication was conducted in
Xinjiang. A total of 16 counties, 26 villages and towns, about 360 people were
investigated in this period. We found that more than 700 trained raptors distributed in
Tashikuergan, Qinghe, Buerjin, Zhaosu, Yutian and Aheqi Counties. Based on the
information, the total numbers of domestic raptors were about 1400~1600 individuals.
In these areas, about 40.6% of the people had ever seen or took part in raptor
domestication or falconry. Nearly 74.5% of them think that it was illegal behavior to
train, trade or hurt the raptors. However, 65% supported the custom due to the culture,
the population habit, the tradition and some other reasons. In resent ten years, the
price of raptors increased rapidly (8000-15000 Yuan/A Golden Eagle) and was ten
times as much as before. One trained raptor could bring about 6000~7000 Yuan (RMB)
profits a year which is the great need for the falconer. Meanwhile, the per capita
income of the peasants and herdsmen in the region was just about 2641~3150 Yuan
(RMB)/Year, the profits were striking. The conflicts between the custom and
conservation of raptors have excited for a long time. Driven by economic factors, this
traditional art are gradually changed. It brings a new challenge for the conservation of
the raptors in Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, the west of China.

Keyword: raptor; folk domestication; falconry; conservation; trade; economic

reasons; Xinjiang; the west of China
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