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Established in 1973, Rare is an international conservation
organization based in the U.S. Rare has a proven model for
changing awareness, attitudes, and behaviors toward con-
servation at the local community called “Pride Campaign”,
and it inspires people to take pride in the natural assets
that make their communities valuable and take action to
protect them. Rare trains local conservationists all over the
world to run Pride Campaigns using social marketing as
effective communication tools. The first cohort of seven
Chinese Pride campaigns has been launched on Oct 20th,
2008, including in Yunnan, Gansu, Inner Mongolia, and
Jilin.
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The writer attended a series of meetings held in Republic
of Korea, including the International Crane Workshop &
Symposium, the 10th Conference of the Contracting Par-
ties of the Ramsar Convention, the Yellow Sea Partnership
Meeting, and the 3rd East Asian-Australasian Flyway Part-
nership Symposium. International experience has lessons
for Chinese waterbird conservation. And China should play
a more active role in the worldwide conservation of the
migratory birds.
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Thailand Bird Watching Fair, rich and colorful, made people
of all ages enjoy the pleasure brought from birds and nature.
The fair focused on birds as well as environmental
conservation, which gives birdwatching a wider social sig-
nificance and brings more vitality to birdwatching itself as
well.
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A 22-day bird-a-thon took place in three southern provinces
within China in the late fall of 2008. Participants included
Dr. George Waring, Professor Emeritus of Zoology, South-
ern Illinois University; Kelly McKay, wildlife research
ecologist, Hampton, Illinois; and Betty and Ric Zarwell, con-
servationists and birding enthusiasts, Lansing, Iowa. The
purpose of this bird-a-thon was to generate start-up funding
to establish China’s first citizen-established bird conserva-
tion and education program.  Funds for this program were
provided by U.S. citizens and organizations which were so-
licited for pledges for species observed, and by each partici-
pant as a portion of their trip cost. Four participants identi-
fied a total of 366 species, more than 1/3 of the Chinese
avifauna. Based on this species count, pledges from 43 indi-
vidual contributors provided a total of $2,550.00.  With $500
of each participant’s trip cost also being a donation, they
contributed $4,550.
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Many international environment-related NGOs and foun-
dations have small funds to support grassroots NGOs to
undertake conservation projects on birds. Here are some
examples.



Lianhua Mountain NR in Gansu province among transi-
tion area of six zoogeography sub-zones has diversity
habitats. More than 170 bird species has been recorded in
that area. In decade years, Institute of Zoology Chinese
Academy of Sciences has carried out the researches of Chi-
nese Grouse, Blood Pheasant, Sichuan Wood Owl, Boreal
Owl, and Snowy-cheeked Laughingthrush and research sta-
tion has been built.
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The second birding race in Caohai NR, Weining, Guizhou
province was held on 28-29 Dec. 2008. Forty-six birders of
12 teams from all over the country participated in the race.
The total bird list was 218 species, including eight species
new for the NR. With the increasing number of birders and
eco-tourism in China, more similar birding races will be
held in the future.
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The author described the several accidents when she met
Godlewski’s Bunting (Emberiza godlewskii). The most in-
teresting moment was that she saw more than 300 hundred
birds standing in a tree, which looked like a Christmas
tree.
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Students in China are involved in an international educa-
tion project, named Three Crane Species, Two Flyways,
One World. The project links students in eastern China
and Russia along the East Asia crane flyway with students
in the eastern United States, who share a common respon-
sibility for the future of these areas. It also connects the
flyways for three endangered crane species – the Siberian
and Red-crowned Crane in East Asia and the Whooping
Crane in the United States.
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The “wintering ecology of Hooded Crane at Chongming
Dongtan, China” was one of the three China-based projects
that received the 2008 Conservation Leadership Programme,
Future conservationist awards. This project focuses on the
conservation of Hooded Crane (Grus monacha)  in
Chongming Dongtan National Nature Reserve, Shanghai,
which is one of the few natural wintering grounds remain-
ing for the vulnerable species. Food sampling, exclusion
cage experiment and behavior observations are carried out
to investigate the food availability, habitat use and poten-
tial threats to the species during the wintering period. Find-
ings from this study should provide the scientific basics to
improve the management plan for Hooded Cranes in the
reserve. In addition, the Hooded Crane was used as a flag-
ship species during our environmental education and
ecotourism work. The former targets local primary and high
school students while the latter targets reserve visitors, with
the hope to raise public’s environmental awareness, espe-
cially their concerns in the conservation of wetland habitats.
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In the winter of 2008, many Mountain Bulbuls were re-
corded in Hubei Province, well to the north of the known
range of the species. However, this seems reasonable in the
present period of warmer winters.

  

 
Though the 5·12 earthquake in Sichuan Province caused
an extremely serious damage, the birds there were still
calm, bold and lively. The author reported some birding
records after the earthquake. Like the people there, the
birds are also struggling to live in the face of disaster.
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The recently published Birds of East Asia is considered to be
one of the best field guide books for the region with the
high level illustrations and the up to dated taxonomic
information.
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Ta rd o n a  c r i s t a t a
Numenius borealis

natural history
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China Bird Report 2007 published. A total of 1071 species
from 16 orders and 68 families are included in this report,
representing over 80% of all bird species in China. These
records include one species which is newly described by
science, three species which are additions to the national
checklist, and a suite of species which are additions at pro-
vincial-level. This report includes four Critically-endan-
gered species, 10 Endangered species, 42 Vulnerable species,
and 22 National 1st Class protected species. And also pro-
vides a report on sightings of color-banded waterbirds in
mainland China during 2007.
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In 2008, as many as 140 banded birds of 13 species were
reported by birders from more than 30 sites all over China.
Those birds were from China including Taiwan, Russia,
Korea, Mongolia, Austria, and Japan. As a part of Global
Avian Influenza Network for Surveillance, 134 Whopper
Swan were banded in Mongolia and then 49 of them were
recorded in China.
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Nature and Bio-diversity
Conservation Union, NABU

Bird of the year 2009

http://www.birdlife.org/
news/news/2009/01/nabu_bird_year.html
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Consevation Genetics
Mergus merganser

(Conservation Unit)

2008 12 31 Nial Moores
Yubu

Larus fuscus Lesser Black-backed Gull

Larus vegae Larus
heuglini

1959 Cocos
Island fuscus

fuscus http://www.
birdskorea.org/Birds/Significant_Records/Rarity_Reports/BK-
RR-Baltic-Gull-2008-12.shtml
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Year 2008
           Two female Red-breasted Mergansers were recorded
in Changjiang River, Luzhou, Sichuan on 8 December [Li
Zhaocheng].
         Two Tundra Swans were recorded in Peijiang River,
Mianyang, Sichuan on 10 December [Wang Changda].
          One Scaly-sided Merganser was recorded in
Fengxian, Shanghai on 25 December [Zhang Lin & Li
Jing].
      One Bronze-winged Jacana first recorded in
Longchuan, Yunnan on 7 December continued to be seen
there in January, 2009 [Richard Lewthwaite].
          One Glossy Ibis was recorded in Xichang, Sichuan
on 30 December, 2008. One Glossy Ibis was recorded in
Chengdu, Sichuan on 12 January, 2009 thought to be a
different individual. New record in Sichuan [Xue Min &
Zhang Xuesi].
2009 Year
          One White-necklaced Partridge was recorded in For-
est Park Fuzhou, Fujian on 3 January [Gan Liqing].
        Three Sandhill Cranes were recorded in Yancheng,
Jiangsu on 11 January [Zhang Lin].
        One Barnacle Goose and two Siberian Cranes were
recorded in Chenghu lake, Wuhan, Hubei on 18 January
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[Yan Jun], the former was a second record for China after
one at Mengjin NR, Henan in January, 2008.
     One Japanese Robin was recorded in Tiantong
mountain, Yinxian, Zhejiang on 23 January [Bo Shunqi].
        Two Oriental Pied Hornbills and six Wreathed Horn-
bills were recorded in Nabang, Yingjiang, Yunnan on 28
January [Gan Liqing].
       One Rufous-bellied Eagle was recorded in Nabang,
Yingjiang, Yunnan on 1 February [Wang Ruiqing, Li Sheng
& Qiao Yingxin etc.].






