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The Conference of Chinese Bird Watching Societies is car-
rying out a birding project in universities entitled ‘Birding
Lists in National University Campuses’. The main objec-
tive of the project is to encourage people to care about the
environment and culture in campuses through birds. Stu-
dents are invited to pay more attention to birds and keep
records of them on their campus. The bird records will be
uploaded to the website of the China Birding Record Cen-
ter and the list of species seen will be announced every
May. This activity is coordinated by the Beijing Bird Watch-
ing Society.
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With the permission of the municipal government,
Qinghuangdao Bird Watching Society registered success-
fully on 21t December, 2006. The objectives of the society
are to protect birds and their habitats so as to benefit both
people and wildlife, and it already has more than 100
members. Qinghuangdao is famous for its wonderful birding
area called Beidaihe.
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In order to raise the public awareness and their interest in
birdwatching and bird conservation, birdwatching societies
in China joined the World Bird Festival of BirdLife Inter-
national with the support of BirdLife International and
Darwin Initiative. Totally 26 acitivities were held in Beijing,
Jiangsu, Wuhan, Shanghai, Zhejiang, Fujian, Shenzhen,
Chengdu, Luzhou, Mianyang and Kunming in October
2006, involving at least 43,600 citizens. This year’s China
Bird Festival is really a success!

T B S T PR R DL SO ORA 1
R FE, B A %M G 2 A TR IR SRR G SCRF R, K
S SISy 7, 12006 410 H43 4570 7 55—
o R 57 o 25 By e [0 5 ) s X A AR b 5 TP
B B WL, AR I A v BB
ELAE, 235 43600 N ICEAh T #4280 S35 5) .
(L@: XEKSBLELEE)

JLB Y
(EB#) W&

Jiuduansha Wetland National Nature Reserve, which is lo-
cated at the estuary of the Yangtze River, attracts a large
number of wildfowl every year. Unfortunately, the use of
poison baits to Kill ducks is widespread here. As a staff
member of Jiuduansha NNR, the author and her colleagues
do their best to stop such illegal behavior. Most of the time,
because they lack enough witnesses, they can do nothing
except warning the hunters and seizing the poison when
they meet these hunters. One time, after waiting in the
marsh for several hours, they captured a suspect when he
and two other people were poisoning ducks. To her surprise,
the suspect was just a young man from a rural area. He had
no other ways to make a living besides hunting ducks. He
refused to admit that his behavior was illegal, and on the
contrary insisted that the wild ducks belonged to people
who caught them. The author patiently explained about the
migration of birds and the adverse effects of poison on wild-
life and people to him. The suspect was prosecuted for his
illegal behavior. However the contradiction between pro-
tection and development still exists. In the end, the author
shares Dr. Jane Goodall’s words with others: “Hundreds
and thousands of roots and shoots, hundreds and thousands
of young people around the world, can break through these
walls. You can change the world.”
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Duck River is located in Guanghan City, Sichuan Province.
More than 110 bird species have been recorded along the
river, including Baikal Teal , White-eyed Pochard and Per-
egrine Falcon but the habitat is threatened by several
factors. Firstly, a sluice in the river built by the local gov-
ernment randomly controls the water level which changes
the characteristics of the wetlands and badly affects the
waterfowl. Secondly, disturbance caused by poaching,
fishing, sand digging, burning, grazing and other human
activities is a problem. Thirdly, industrial wastes, pesti-
cides and fertilizers have entered the water system and
severely polluted the wetland. Last but not least, hunting is
still a threat, and some restaurants even supply Ruddy
Shelducks for their customers.
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Nanjing, a big city in the lower Yangtze River basin, has
many good wetland habitats for migratory waterbirds. Be-
cause of illegal hunting and pollution, these wetlands are
gradually changing into dangerous places for these birds.
Birdwatchers found that some people used decoys to cap-
ture wild ducks in the wetlands along the Yangtze River.
They even noticed that many birds were poisoned in Shijiu
Hu lake where they had earlier watched Oriental White
Stork, Whooper Swan and Tundra Swan. Local people told
them that the dead swans cost hundreds RMB per
kilogramme in the restaurants. What is more, some wet-
lands are polluted by chemical wastes. Birdwatchers saw
Mandarin Duck at Xuanhu Hu lake last winter, but they
could not find them this year because of human disturbance.
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Wetlands in Beijing, the capital of China, are important
areas for Whooper Swan in winter. Birdwatchers found a
trapped swan when they were watching birds in a wetland
last winter. In order to save it, they called the police and
firefighters. People worked together to rescue the swan and
sent it to the Beijing Wildlife Rescue Center. It recovered
very well and will be released soon. The author believes
people should never give up and the world will become bet-
ter if everyone does a little good for it.
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This is a dedication for 2007. The author is the president of
Fujian Bird Watching Society (FBWS). He recalls the ex-
perience since the organization was founded three year
ago. More than 200 people to be the member of the society
now. The birdwatchers’ ability of bird identification is
increasing. The FBWS has a great influence in the public.
Although birdwatchers can not get pay back of money, they
still devote themselves to do bird conservation and
education. The only reason is the love of bird.
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The author, the Director of Chengdu Bird Watching Soci-
ety participated in the annual Kuandu Natural Park
Birdwatching Fair which was held in Taipei, Taiwan from
10th to 15th November 2007. The Fair attracts people from
all around the world and more then ten thousand people
attend the Fair every vear. As the only representative from
mainland China, the author received a warm welcome. Many
people had great interest in knowing about the develon-
ment of birdwatching activities and conservation issues in
mainland China. He collected as many souvenirs as he could
and attended many different activities there, including en-
joving some exhibitions, joining a bird-painting activity,
watching a children’s play, visiting the Nature Centre, and
birding. He also made friends with many birdwatchers and

conservationists.
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The author attended a Spoon-billed Sandpiper Workshop
which was held in Ban Kung Nam Resort, Thailand from 9"
to 12" December 2006. It was the first time for a birdwatcher
from mainland China to participate in an international
conference on bird conservation. Other representatives were
from more than 20 countries and each of them introduced
the status of the Spoon-billed Sandpiper in their own
countries. The action plan on Spoon-billed Sandpiper was
also discussed. In the meeting, the representatives agreed
that capturing and trading of this bird species should be
banned, their key habitats should be restored, more educa-
tional projects should be implemented, and the monitoring
of this species should continue. The action plan and a
website focusing on the species will be produced next year.
Chinese birdwatchers also have the responsibility to pro-
tect birds for the world.
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With the increasing communication about birding between
Mainland China and Taiwan, many birdwatchers from Tai-
wan are so impressive to me. Qingsong Sun is one of them.
Qingsong is shorter and thinner than I thought. He joked
that his short body was caused by his heavy photography
equipment when he was young. Since he spends much time
in rural areas for birding and taking photos, he has no
chance to become fat. He is an enthusiastic amateur of bird
watching and photography. In order to pursue the birds, he
gave up his iob and became a professional. He made as
much of his equipment as he could because he lacked enough
funds. He even moved into the countryside from the big city
for the birds. Qingsong is familiar with photography and he
is now devoting himself into recording bird calls. He is such
a modest and patient gentleman that it is a good experience
to talk to him. He always makes me think of Henry David
Thoreau, an American ascetic. Qingsong teaches me a life

lesson, that evervone should keep his or her dream forever.
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If you have any information about Great Bustard, please
contact Mr. Simba Chan. He is collecting data on the spe-
cies for the UK-based Great Bustard Group.

Email: simba@birdlife-asia.org

] e 1 B T AR N B3 B 2 8 6 WWF b (50 1 18
PF R EH A9 42 (Great Bustard Group) 7y
Hungh E KW ARTTWFR (0tis tarda dybowski)
HIBIR, 1521 T A2 SRR g vl Jbat.
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All readers are invited to fill in an Internet survey form

e T

about the migratory route of Rook Corvus frugilegus. The
survey was implemented by an expert from Japan Wild Bird
Society. He will design more webpages for other migratory
birds to connect birdwatchers in China, Japan and Korea.
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http://bird-research. jp/temp/rook/rook. html

15



&

oo iz

¥ %38 %)

2006 £ 6-12 ABKRERESHES
Hii (&FEHD dx
(L7 AWlE (ki) mhke ZErx
With the increasing number of birdwatchers in mainland
China, more and more banded-birds have been recorded
recently. The information of banded birds is very important
in bird research. Three volunteers are collecting such data
from other birdwatchers and supply them to official agen-
cies and researchers. If you watch any bird with a band,
please write to them. The article is about the banded birds
which were recorded between 7-11, 2006 in China, includ-
ing 6 Black-faced Spoonbill, 1 Siberian White Crane banded
in Russia, 2 Herring Gull and 1 Rock Petronia.
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The author is a retired engineer. He visited Germany and
other EU countries from July to September, 2006 and shares
his birding trip in this article. He was impressed not only by
the new bird species, but also by the birding culture in the
EU. He noticed that people have many artificial bird nests to
attract birds to their gardens. In zoos and wetlands, there
are many facilities for people to appreciate birds, including
sign boards, brochures, birding hides and other bird-related
products. People and birds live harmoniously together.
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The article discusses how to identify different Yellow Wag-
tail sub-species.
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1. FJBWS arranged for students from the home town of
Zheng Zuoxin, a famous ornithologist in China, to visit
Zheng’s memorial museum on 25th November 2006.

2. FJBWS invited Wang Zhengiji from Taiwan to give a
speech on Black-faced Spoonbill to the public in November
2006.

3. An exhibition held in Fuzhou No.3 Middle School on
10th December increased students’ knowledge about wet-
lands and their conservation. A workshop on the conserva-
tion of Minjiang estuary was also held in Fuzhou Pingdong
Middle School on 26th December 2006.

4. Seven members went to Wuyishan mountain to look for
Scaly-sided Merganser, but none could be found.

5. The members explored a new birding trail in Gushan
mountain, Fuzhou.
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1. The society carried out the waterfowl census in wetlands
around the city with the support by Naniing Forest Bureau.
Members found more than 150 Reed Parrotbills in two
places.

2. A new website of the society was built.

3. The society organized the Little Grebe Festival with the
local newspaper on Dec. 10th, 2006.

4. The representatives of the society attended the confer-
ence of environment-related organizations in Nanijing on
Dec.10th,2006.

5. The society published brochure of birds in Nanijing and
other publication, including calendar, bookmarks.

6. The society organized an activity of Finding Mandarin
Duck with the local newspaper. No Mandarin was found
this winter.

7. Members destroyed 6 mist-net and rescued more than 10
birds this winter.
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Chengdu Bird
Watching Society

1. Cooperating with other organizations and the local
government, CDBWS organized a bird-counting activity on
13th January 2006.

2. The Director of CBWS attended the fifth meeting of
Sichuan Fauna and Flora Conservation Society and was
elected as the director of the society.
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I'.-:."- L\ ..-.Eﬁ-‘-;.' 28th Jan. 2007, Beiiing Bird
WA L
I‘x‘-‘i“‘kh -'i _r___,e"’-}f Watching Society held 2006 An-
A - nual Conference in Yingdong

Conference Center, Beiiing Normal University. More than
70 birdwatchers attended the conference, made summaries
for the proiects of BBWS in 2006, and prospect the futrue
in 2007. In the conference, the Constitution of BBWS was
publicized.
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Xiamen Bird
Watching Society

HIHEs

1. From 9" to 14™ December, 2006, Dr Lin Qingxian at-
tended an Action Plan Workshop on Spoon-billed Sand-
piper held in Thailand.
2. Two members accompanied birdwatchers from Shenzhen
to take pictures of birds in Yunnan from 9" to 17" December
2006.
3. The members had a birding trip to Longagishan mountain,
Fuiian and took clear photos of Elliot's Pheasant.
4. The bird species census in Yuandanghu lake began on
21* January 2007. The proiject there will last for one vear. A
series of activities including birdwatching promotion and
workshops will also be implemented.
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Xinjiang Bird Watching Society
1. The society paid more attention to bird observation and
photography. A lot of bird was recorded by quality photos,
including European Greenfinch, Red-mantled Rosefinch,
Solitary Snipe.
2. The society carried out a survey on Black Lark in
Kalamaili NNR. Unfortunately, the members didn At
find any Black Lark and they noticed coal-chemical facto-
ries were built in the core area of the reserve.
3. The society attended twice bird census in Qinggeda Hu
lake and destroved a set of electric toll for capturing birds
and three traps.
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1. WuHan Bird Watching Soci-
ety official registered with mu-
nicipal government on December
21, 2006, the abbreviation is
WHBWS.

2. WHBWS organized three
teams to attend the forth Dongting Hu lake Bird Race in

December. At the same time, as an assistant organization,
the society did a lot of coordinate assignment for the race.
3. WHBWS carried out the monitoring of waterfowl in Chen
Hu lake. The number of waterfowl has more than 60,000
until the end of December.

Members of WHBWS recorded 7 Purple Swamphen and
more than 30 Baikal Tail during a birding trip in Hong Hu
lake in December.
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Shanghai Wild
Bird Society

1. SHWBS successfully or-
ganized three talks on iden-
tification of shorebirds, rap-

tors and foundation of draw-

ing birds from November 2006 to January 2007. A new talk-
ing schedule of the prior half of 2007 also has been planned.
2. On 21st January 2007, SZBWS and Shanghai Oasis held
a New Year party. Thirty-two members took part in the
party.

3. On 20th January 2007, the members successfully res-
cued a Red-throated Diver which was tangled by mist-net

on the shore.
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Shenzhen Bird
Watching Society

1. On 23" December 2006, SZBWS
held a member meeting and a New
Year party.

2. On 6" January 2007, SZBWS organized a workshop on
bird drawing in an elementary school.

3. SZBWS invited Sun Qingsong from Taiwan to give a
talk on bird photography. Members of SZBWS also ac-
companied him on a trip to watch birds and record bird
calls in Jiulianshan mountain NNR, Jiangxi.

4. Members took part in the International Black-faced
Spoonbill Census from 19" to 21* January 2007.
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One Siberian Crane was recorded at the coast of
Nanhui, Shanghai on 2™ December 2006. The first record
in Shanghai [Zhang Binl;
One Spot-winged Starling (Saroglossa spiloptera)
was recorded in Ruili, Yunnan on 13 December 2006. A
very rare record in China [Lin Zhil;
One Dalmatian Pelican (juv.) was recorded at Qinshan
Lake in Linan, Zhejiang during 31 December 2006-4th
January 2007. Died because of lung infection [Zhu Ying];
One male Baikal Teal was seen at Minjiang estuary, Fujian
on 3" January 2007 [Zhang Lil;
At least two House Sparrows were recorded at
Kunming, Yunnan on 4" January 2007 [Wang tianyel;
Several records of at least 5 Baer's Pochards at Duck
river in Guanghan, Sichuan in January 2007 [Zhang Jun];
One Eurasian Woodcock and one Pale Thrush were
recorded at Bijia Shan Park in Shenzhen on 6™ January
2007. It was the first wild record of Eurasian Woodcock
and the new record of Pale Thrush in Shenzhen [SBWS];
One adult Grested Goshawk was recorded in Gongqin
FP, Shanghai on 8" January 2007 .1t is the first record in
Shanghai. [Chen Xinzhi] One Grested Goshawk (juv.) was
recorded at the same place [Yuan Xiaol;
One Imperial Eagle (juv.) was recorded near a fish
pound in Xiasha, Shenzhen on 9" January 2007. The new
record in Shenzhen [SBWS];
One male Dark-throated Thrush was recorded at
Liantan in Qinpu, Shanghai on 10th January 2007. The
third record in Shanghai [Xu Xiaochunl;
One Bar-headed Goose was recorded at Nanji Shan,
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Jiangxi on 10™ January 2007 [Hu Binhual;

One Black-faced Spoonbill was recorded at the wet-
land in Pukou, Nanjing, Jiangsu on 10" and 21% January
2007 [Fan Ming];

. One Relict Gull and 25 Saunders's Gulls were re-
corded at Haiwan Zhen in Fengxian, Shanghai during 14™-
23" January 2007. It is the third time of recording Relict
Gull in Shanghai [Zhang Lin];

One Dalmatian Pelican was recorded at Luo River in
Luoyang, Henan on 14" January 2007 [Wang Guangful;
One Sichuan Treecreeper (Certhia tianquanensis) was re-
corded at Longchi, Duijiangyan, Sichuan on 15® January
2007 [Wu Jiawei & Liu Zhiyuan];

More than 30 Oriental Pied Hornbills were recorded
at Shangyong NR, Xixuangbanna, Yunnan on 15" January
2007. Eight were seen at another place in the same NR on
8" January 2007 [Fen Limin];

One Brown Hawk Owl was recorded at Sichuan Uni-
versity in Wangjiang, Chengdu, Sichuan on 21 January
2007 [Tang Yunlong];

One Ibisbill was recorded in Chengdu city, Sichuan
on 28" January 2007. A new recorded in Chengdu [Zha
xixuel];

Ten Dalmatian Pelicans, including one juv. were re-
corded in Wenzhou, Zhejiang on 3™ February 2007 [Chen
Huil.

One Pallas's Bunting was recorded in Chengdu City,
Sichuan on 4" February. A new record for Sichuan [Yang
Xianweil
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