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The Conference of Chinese Bird Watching Societies is car-
rying out a birding project in universities entitled ‘Birding
Lists in National University Campuses’. The main objec-
tive of the project is to encourage people to care about the
environment and culture in campuses through birds. Stu-
dents are invited to pay more attention to birds and keep
records of them on their campus. The bird records will be
uploaded to the website of the China Birding Record Cen-
ter and the list of species seen will be announced every
May. This activity is coordinated by the Beijing Bird Watch-
ing Society.

   13683685488
Email: yzuoping@gmail.com

With the permission of the municipal government,
Qinghuangdao Bird Watching Society registered success-
fully on 21st December, 2006. The objectives of the society
are to protect birds and their habitats so as to benefit both
people and wildlife, and it already has more than 100
members. Qinghuangdao is famous for its wonderful birding
area called Beidaihe.
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Jiuduansha Wetland National Nature Reserve, which is lo-
cated at the estuary of the Yangtze River, attracts a large
number of wildfowl every year. Unfortunately, the use of
poison baits to kill ducks is widespread here. As a staff
member of Jiuduansha NNR, the author and her colleagues
do their best to stop such illegal behavior. Most of the time,
because they lack enough witnesses, they can do nothing
except warning the hunters and seizing the poison when
they meet these hunters. One time, after waiting in the
marsh for several hours, they captured a suspect when he
and two other people were poisoning ducks. To her surprise,
the suspect was just a young man from a rural area. He had
no other ways to make a living besides hunting ducks. He
refused to admit that his behavior was illegal, and on the
contrary insisted that the wild ducks belonged to people
who caught them. The author patiently explained about the
migration of birds and the adverse effects of poison on wild-
life and people to him. The suspect was prosecuted for his
illegal behavior. However the contradiction between pro-
tection and development still exists. In the end, the author
shares Dr. Jane Goodall’s words with others: “Hundreds
and thousands of roots and shoots, hundreds and thousands
of young people around the world, can break through these
walls. You can change the world.”
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In order to raise the public awareness and their interest in
birdwatching and bird conservation, birdwatching societies
in China joined the World Bird Festival of BirdLife Inter-
national with the support of BirdLife International and
Darwin Initiative. Totally 26 acitivities were held in Beijing,
Jiangsu, Wuhan, Shanghai, Zhejiang, Fujian, Shenzhen,
Chengdu, Luzhou, Mianyang and Kunming in October
2006, involving at least 43,600 citizens. This year’s China
Bird Festival is really a success!
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Duck River is located in Guanghan City, Sichuan Province.
More than 110 bird species have been recorded along the
river, including Baikal Teal , White-eyed Pochard and Per-
egrine Falcon but the habitat is threatened by several
factors. Firstly, a sluice in the river built by the local gov-
ernment randomly controls the water level which changes
the characteristics of the wetlands and badly affects the
waterfowl. Secondly, disturbance caused by poaching,
fishing, sand digging, burning, grazing and other human
activities is a problem. Thirdly, industrial wastes, pesti-
cides and fertilizers have entered the water system and
severely polluted the wetland. Last but not least, hunting is
still a threat, and some restaurants even supply Ruddy
Shelducks for their customers.
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Nanjing, a big city in the lower Yangtze River basin, has
many good wetland habitats for migratory waterbirds. Be-
cause of illegal hunting and pollution, these wetlands are
gradually changing into dangerous places for these birds.
Birdwatchers found that some people used decoys to cap-
ture wild ducks in the wetlands along the Yangtze River.
They even noticed that many birds were poisoned in Shijiu
Hu lake where they had earlier watched Oriental White
Stork, Whooper Swan and Tundra Swan. Local people told
them that the dead swans cost hundreds RMB per
kilogramme in the restaurants. What is more, some wet-
lands are polluted by chemical wastes. Birdwatchers saw
Mandarin Duck at Xuanhu Hu lake last winter, but they
could not find them this year because of human disturbance.
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Wetlands in Beijing, the capital of China, are important
areas for Whooper Swan in winter. Birdwatchers found a
trapped swan when they were watching birds in a wetland
last winter. In order to save it, they called the police and
firefighters. People worked together to rescue the swan and
sent it to the Beijing Wildlife Rescue Center. It recovered
very well and will be released soon. The author believes
people should never give up and the world will become bet-
ter if everyone does a little good for it.
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This is a dedication for 2007. The author is the president of
Fujian Bird Watching Society (FBWS). He recalls the ex-
perience since the organization was founded three year
ago. More than 200 people to be the member of the society
now. The birdwatchers’ ability of bird identification is
increasing. The FBWS has a great influence in the public.
Although birdwatchers can not get pay back of money, they
still devote themselves to do bird conservation and
education. The only reason is the love of bird.
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The author is a retired engineer. He visited Germany and
other EU countries from July to September, 2006 and shares
his birding trip in this article. He was impressed not only by
the new bird species, but also by the birding culture in the
EU. He noticed that people have many artificial bird nests to
attract birds to their gardens. In zoos and wetlands, there
are many facilities for people to appreciate birds, including
sign boards, brochures, birding hides and other bird-related
products. People and birds live harmoniously together.

2006 7 9

3000 800

 
42

50~100

 

European
Greenfinch,



2

9

4

12

Warlsrode

Warlsrode
800

2

6 0

4

80

uhu Warlsrode 

A3
200

6 0

8 18

8 5500

30

20 30

60
30

100

40—50
20

Wedel
9 12

400

Commen Starling

5000



2

1200

3

3
3

8-10
30-45





 Beijing Bird Watching Society












