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With the support from the Darwin Initiative, Hong Kong
Bird Watching Society will cooperate with Kunming Bird
Association and Zhejiang Wild Bird Society to hold train-
ing workshops on birdwatching promotion and birding ac-
tivity organization from 25th-27th August in Kunming,
Yunnan Province and from 1st-3rd September in Hangzhou,
Zhejiang Province respectively. The instructors will be
Internation Education Manager Mr. Barrie Cooper from
RSPB and experienced environmental educator Mr So
Yixiong. Shenzhen Bird Watching Society will also share
their experience in holding birdwatching activities and in
environmental education in primary and secondary schools.

  
info@chinabirdnet.org
(852)23774387          



On 5th July, ornithologist John Mackinnon, who is one of
the authors of  A Field Guide to the Birds of China, came to
Beijing and gave a lecture about birding and record meth-
ods in the Wednesday Class. He also had a good communi-
cation with birdwatchers in the lecture.
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I took part in the expedition organized by Fujian Bird Watch-
ing Society during the May holiday. We traveled 900 km
within three days, starting off from Minqing and concluded
the journey at Longqishan. Besides bird watching, we also
did some social investigation and environmental survey.
The trip was wonderfully rewarding, and every participant
got something out of it.





Being local residents, this was the first time for us to take
birdwatchers from other provinces to go birdwatching in
Shanxi Province. In the first day, we saw Black Stork and
Eurasian Crag Martin in Wutai County. We found Large
Hawk Cuckoo and Chukar in Qiliyu FP, Huozhou City in
the next day. It was a pity that we could not find Brown
Eared Pheasant because of raining. Here, we welcome people
to visit Shanxi Province for birding at any time.
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I spent 11 days on birdwatching in the deserted 4350-km
road from Urumqi to Taxkorgan. I have got five more bird
species on my list: Eurasian Crag Martin, Dusky Warbler,
Grey-backed Shrik, Large-billed Crow and Eurasian Golden
Oriole. We were surprised to find that Panman Reservoir,
which was a famous breeding area for Black Stork, did not
have any water because of construction. Where can those
poor birds breed this year?
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If you: 1) pay attention to birds anytime and anywhere; 2)
make time schedule carefully to have enough time for
birdwatching; 3) watch birds in the daytime and read field
guide books at night; 4) do not feel satisfied in birding
anymore and want  to  take bird pictures ,  then
congratulations! You are definitely a birdwatcher now!
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From May to June, I went to Panjin, Liaoning Province
three times and took photos of Saunder’s gull in the breed-
ing season (pictures are inside the front cover). Their breed-
ing sites are now threatened because most of the sites are
filled with fresh water to create a better environment for
bulrushes-planting. When the bulrushes grow, Saunder’s
gulls are forced to give up these breeding areas. Although
the major breeding site inside the reserve area is just sev-
eral km2 large, it cannot have any basic protection. So, what
can we do for this globally threatened bird species?

azhu@sunature.com
http://www.sunature.com/



James Harkness, who was the Chief Administrative Officer
of WWF-China, was an enthusiastic birdwatcher and he
also good in Chinese. Many Chinese birdwatchers had ex-
citing experience with him on birding activities. Before leav-
ing China, he had a lecture in the Wednesday Class in
Beijing and He hoped that the present Chinese birdwatchers
could help in increasing the number of people who appreci-
ate the nature and devote themselves to protecting
environment.
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Thank you very much !
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This article describes the increase of recorded bird species
in China after the founding of the People’s Republic, and
explains the underlying causes. Some newly described and
newly recorded bird species of China were summarized.
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Phllyscopus omeinesis

P. hainanensis

    



Alexandrine Parakeet Psittacula eupatrid
Paul Holt 2004 1 12

1
2006 1 10 Paul Holt

9

 Blue-rumped Parrot Psttinus cyanurus
2005 5 4

1

 Sociable Lapwing Vanellus gregarious
Jesper Hornskov 1999

9
V. cinereus

2004
CR

Franklin’s Gull Larus pipixca
2004 9 18 Paul Holt

 Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus
2001 5 30 Jesper

Hornskov

Changedble Hawk Eagle Spizaetus cirrhatus
1995 1960

 White-faced Egret Egretta novaehollandiae
1990 10 29
1999

 Laysan Albatross Diomedea immutabilis
1956 3

Spot-winged Starling Saroglossa spiloptera
2004 11 22 23 Jesper

Hornskov Brian Elder

2 0 0 2

 Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii
Shaunesee 1984

2004 1 10
Paul Holt
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 Ijima’s Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus ijimae

P. coronatus

1924 1960
P. borealis

2006
 Himalayan Bulbul Pycnotus leucogenys

       2005 12

 Black-backed Forktail Enicurus immaculus
1992 Jan Christensen

 Rufous Scrub Robin Cercotrichas galactotes
1995 5 28

500

Large Pied Wagtail Motacilla maderaspatensis
2 0 0 4 J o h n

Anderson 1868



Calandra Lark Melanocorypha calandra
1994 4-5
2 1

 European Greenfinch Carduelis chloris
1994 4

 Northern Hawk Cuckoo Cuculus hyperythrus/
 Hodgson’s Hawk Cuckoo Cuculus nisicolor

Hierococcyx fugaxi

Horsfield’s Cuckoo Cuculus horsfieldi/
Oriental Cuckoo Cuculus saturatus

Cuculus saturatus

04

 Northern Boobok Ninox japonica / Brown
Boobok Ninox scutulata

King(2002) Bull B.O.C. 122: 250-257
Northern Boobok

Ninox japonica Brown Boobok Ninox scutulata

 Hooded Crow Corvus cornix
Corvus corone

C. cornix sharpii 

Sichuan Treecreeper Certhia tianquanensis

 C. familiaris tianquanansis
Jochen Martens

 Willow Tit Parus montanus/
Songar Tit Parus songarus
    Harrap& Quinn 1996 Parus
montanus songarus we igo ld icus

affinis stoetzneri Parus songarus
Parus montanus

Taiwan Bush Warbler Bradypterus alishanensis
1918

Bradypterus
seebohmi 2000 Rasmussen

Sakhalin Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus borealoides
P. tenellipes

2004 4 30
Bo Peterson 1

/  Blyth’s Leaf Warbler complex
Olsson

2005
P. reguloides

reguloides assamensis ticehursti
P. claudiae P. goodsoni

goodsoni fokiensis
P. ogilviegranti ogilviegranti

disturbans klossi P. davisoni

P. r. ticehursti
P. claudiae P. g.

goodsoni
P. g. fokiensis P. o.

ogilviegranti P. o. disturbans
P. davisoni

 Golden-spectacled Warbler complex
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In 1995, all types of forestry had a relatively steady state in
Baohua Park. There were more than 30 bird species living
in the park then. In the winter of 1995, a small group of
Sliver-eared Mesia appeared in the park. They were res-
cued by the police from the bird-trade businessmen. Most
of them were kept in a large cage and died later. However,
some birds escaped and fed on wild berry in the nursery of
the park. Some male Sliver-eared Mesia even sang and
occupied some areas for breeding. Until 1999, these birds
still lived near nursery with Brown-breasted Bulbul, Blue-
winged Minla, Rusty-capped Fulvetta, Red-billed Leiothrix
, Ashy-throated Parrotbill and other birds. Unfortunately,
people destroyed the habitat for constructing a ropeway in
1997. Ashy-throated Parrotbill were even captured by some
people for cage-birds. These birds were forced to move into
a piece of broad-leaved forestry. Sliver-eared Mesia were so
aggressive that they drove other small birds away. Ashy-
throated Parrotbill disappeared in the forestry after 1997
while Sliver-eared Mesia has had a better life than before
since then. They had more food and a larger activity area.
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I began my birding life in 2004, and had such an interest
blooming in the second year when birdwatching activities
began to flourish in Nanjing. I got lots of fun from
birdwatching with friends in Nanjing, and this urged me to
establish a net platform and QQ group for local birders. We
began to prepare the establishment of Jiangsu Wild Bird
Society in March, 2006, and we believe that the Nanjing
birdwatching group should develop rapidly this year!
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Being a key site in the East Asian Flyway,  Xingkaihu Lake
was designated as the National Nature Reserve and Na-
tional Geopark. More than 200 species of birds have been
recorded there, including White-naped Crane, Greater
White-fronted Goose, Whooper Swan, Tundra Swan and
Mandarin Duck. It is also the major breeding sites for Red-
crowned Crane, Oriental White Stork, White-tailed Eagle,
Golden Eagle, Black-headed Gull, Whiskered Tern, Mallard,
Spot-billed Duck and Grey Heron.
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We can find that some male kingfishers help other couples
to capture fish or defend breeding area in breeding season.
These male kingfishers are called helpers. There are two
kinds of helper. One is primary helper. He is the son of a
couple and helps his parents to breed before he finds his
partner. The other is secondary helper which has no kin
with the kingfishers he helps. It has the chance to mate the
female kingfisher next year. The helper phenomenon is
connected with gender ratio and food supply. There are few
helpers when food is enough during the breeding time.

Waxwing



American researchers banded 103 Aleutian Terns in
Yakutat. The left one is a metal band and the right one is a
yellow plastic band. Researches are not sure where these
terns’ winter habitats are. They may be on islands of South
Sea. The terns may appear in coastal areas of China during
migration. If anyone sees such bird, please contact China
Banding Center.

Yakutat 103

    

Researchers from Russia banded 10 Far Eastern Curlews in
recent years. The right one is a red plastic band and the left
one is a metal band. This year, they banded two birds by
smearing rufous paint on the neck and breast of male and
on the back neck, rump and wing of female instead of put-
ting a red plastic band. Contact antonov@hingan.amur.ru
if you see any birds like them.
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Alexey Antonov
 antonov@hingan.amur.ru

 

The Protection Handbook of Saker Falcon was published on
5th April. The book includes Description, Habitat, Habit:
Feeding Breeding and Migration, Distribution and
Population Status, Threats and Reason, Research Trends,
Conservation and Management, Case Cite, Suggestions,
Concluding Remarks, Acknowledgements, Reference and
Questionnaire. Back cover is in Uighur language The
book was sponsored by WWF-China, XCF and NSFC
30470262.
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The Appreciation and Research of Birds in Xinjiang was pub-
lished recently. The book has 430 photos, consisting of 200
species, about 50% of total bird species in Xinjiang.
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Shanghai Wild Bird Society
1. 5 members of SWB accompanied
a birder from Hangzhou to have a
birding trip to Nanjing from 24th
June to 25th June.
2. 7 members of SWB took part in
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the China Annual Photography Meeting in Dongzhai NR,
Henan Province.
3. Huahua, a birder of Shanghai, organized colleagues to
go birding at Daning Greenland.
4. SWB found a breeding wetland of Pheasant-tailed
Jacana and Watercock in Songjiang District.
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 Beijing Bird Watching Society

Bird banding workshop will be
held from 24th to 28th August
in Beidaihe, Hebei Province by
Beij ing Bird Watching
Society. All birdwatchers are
welcome.



         Two Great Grey Owls were recorded at Dailing,
Heilongjiang on 20th May-3th June. The previous distri-
bution map of this owl only involves the northern part of
Greater Hingan Range in the northernmost region of
Heilongjiang and Inner Mongolia[Yao Wenzhi].
         Two Watercocks, two Baillon’s Crakes, one Von
Schrenck’s Bittern, one Manchurian Reed Warbler, a small
flock of Lanceolated Warblers and Rusty - rumped war-
blers were recorded at Bahe wetland,Beijing during 30th
May and 19th June[Li Haitao];
          Two imm. Black-faced Spoonbills at Minjiang estuary,
Fujian on 3 June [FJBWS];
     Two Eurasian Thick-knees were recorded at
Wuwuxinzhen, Karamai, Xinjiang on 10th June [Zhao Bo];
        A Rufous-tailed Babbler was recorded at Ganzi, Si-
chuan on 14 June[Zhao Xing];
         Two Cotton Pygmy Gooses were recorded at Zhang-
du lake, Wuhan, Hubei on 17th June, which become more
and more rare in recent years [Tao Xudong];
         One adult and one juv. European Greenfinch were
seen at Urumqi at an altitude of  2100m on 20-21th June,
more and more records of this species in Xinjiang in recent
years[Wu Jian];
         16 Corn Crakes were recorded at Tangbula caoyuan,
Xijiang on 24-25th June [Xu Jie];                                                                        ;
         Chinese Egret with 130 adults and 174 juvs. were re-
corded at Niaodao, Fujian on 24-25 June [FJBWS];
        A Lesser Crested Tern was recorded with a flock of
Great Crested Terns and one Chinese Crested Tern at
Minjiang estuary on early July,this should be the first con-
firmed record for Lesser Crested Tern in coast of Mainland
China[Jiang Hangdong]
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