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A nation-wide “Crazy-Month Bird Race” was held in
December, 2005. 233 person-times of 48 teams from 22 dif-
ferent cities joined in the race, recording bird species at
their respective local site during any consecutive 24-hour
interval of the month. Among the participants are some
birders from Hong Kong and Taiwan. In particular, a Violet
Cuckoo was recorded at the Botanic Garden,
Xishuangbanna, Yunnan Province. Teams with remarkable
results were rewarded with trophies donated by some indi-
vidual birders.
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This year we are preparing to publish China Bird Report
2005.Birders in domestics and overseas are welcomed to submit
your birding reports in 2005 of mainland China. The deadline for
submission is 1%t April. We sincerely thank for your support to
the China Bird Report. Contributors whose records are included
in the Report will be acknowledged, and they will also receive a
complimentary copy for reference.

You can choose any of the three following ways:

1 . Online database: visit website www.cnbirder.com, register
yourself as a member, and submit your records online to
the “Birdtalkers, Bird-Reports of China” database (detailed
instructions given on the website);

2 . Email: e-mail your records in the format of Excel, Word or
PDF etc., to chinesewildbird@hotmail.com;

3 . Regular mail: mail your paper records to the following
address: Prof. Zhang Zhengwang, College of Life Science,
Beijing Normal University, Zip code: 100875.
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To seriously confirm how many bird species could be seen during a 24-hour interval in Hangzhou, and
to feel for ourselves what it is like to be in a real bird race, we set out in an early morning along our
planned routes for a most serious birding trip. We recorded an abundant number of species, some
expected and some not. In the face of considerable difficulties including heavy rain, we finally made
it: a total of 53 species, which was a very good result for a winter day in Hangzhou!
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We birdwatchers from Wuhan were deeply moved dur-
ing the birding trip to Mengiin NR in the New Year's
Day. We found different species of ducks under the
bridge of Yellow River. Chinese Parrotbill was the
Crippler that day. Great Bustards and Black Storks
were good ticks on the second day and Baikal Teal was
the Megatick for the whole trip. We would like to
address our warm thanks to Ms. Ma, who works in the
NR and also to Henghu, birder from Luovyang, for their
kindness and enthusiasm in helping organizing this

wonderful birding trip.
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Watching and photographing birds at Labahe NR for 44
hours, we recorded a total of 36 species. Aside from Red-
winged Laughingthrush, Yellow-browed Tit, White-throated
Dipper, Black-browed Tit, Green Shrike Babbler, White-
backed Woodpecker, and Crimson-breasted Woodpecker, we
also saw Solitary Snipe, Rufous-tailed Babbler, Temminck’s
Tragopan, Bay Woodpecker, and Fulvous Parrotbill. Eight
Ibisbills seen at Ya’an on the way back consummated this
impressive trip.
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Enjoying birds in cage cannot stand comparison with
birdwatching in the wild, because it is short of suspense
and rich and subtle mental experience.

Birds and sceneries can add beauty to each others.
Birds staying in beautiful sceneries will look more
beautiful. Sceneries with birding chirping in will have a
touch of liveliness. So those common mountains and for-
ests will become more attractive in the eyes of a
birdwatcher.
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From the Northern Lapwing on the ridge of farm field, to the Ruddy Shelduck flushed up, from the Common

Kingfisher busy catching fish, to the lame Little Egret and lonely White-fronted Goose, the author recorded

some of his careful observations during birding, as well as his thinking and reflections about human life that

were thereby provoked.
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Instinct leads to talent. | use the sentence to praise a female Daurian Redstart

i
staying on the balcony of my home in this winter. She has chosen the sunny 1

balcony of my home as her shelter. Though the noises of firecrackers scared her away
during the Chinese New Year, she returned after several days. | wish that she could stay
here through the chilly winter and come back to see her “old friends” in the next year.
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As a middle school teacher from Shenzhen, | made an
investigation trip to Futian Mangroves NR to prepare for
the edition of environmental education textbooks for pri-
mary and middle school students. During the finalizing
and printing of the textbooks, I received enormous help
from Shenzhen Bird Watching Society, including the gen-
erous donation of many wild bird photos taken by SZBWS’s
many volunteers. It’s for certain that without the assis-
tance from SZBWS, these textbooks would not have come
out so efficiently, neither would my dreams to promote na-
ture conservation among primary and middle schools be
realized so smoothly. As a member of SZBWS now, | am
more aware of the significance of the work | have been
doing, and am also very grateful to the warmth that this
collectivity brings me. Deep in my heart, | am very proud of
our SZBWS!
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I have been interested in birds since very young. Asa TV
journalist now, | am actively involved in reporting news
about wild birds. Moreover, together with some friends that
I got to know through bird watching, | established the
Dongying Bird Watching Society, and thereby organized
many activities to promote bird conservation among the
public.
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The best Christmas gift that | gave to my beloved wife was
thousands of photos that | took during this winter, of Pied
Avocet, Common Teal, White Spoonbill, Eurasian Curlew,
Black—tailed Godwit, Bean Goose, and many others.
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I did birding at Linzhi, Tibet during 8-20 December, 2005.
Then | went to Rikaze with  HF_Cheung, Li from Hong
Kong and Cliang from Taiwan to do birding during 21
December,2005- 4 January, 2006. 151 species were recorded.
Among these, 12 Himalayan Bulbul maybe the first record
for China and Falcated Duck is the new record for Tibet.
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“Birdtalkers, Bird-Reports of China” is Mainland China’s bird watching record database, provid-

ing record searching services in addition to keeping records. So far, the database contains a total

of 4,839 birding records, covering 945 bird species. The database is still improving for the better.
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The Wanmulin NR located at Jian’ou, Fujian Province, is
China’s only nature reserve developed from previous wood
plantation. The original plantation was a private-own
“Fengshui Forest” which dated back to the year 1354.
Through deliberate isolation and protection, as well as un-
disturbed natural succession of over 600 years, it has now
evolved into a typical subtropical evergreen broadleaf forest,
with abundant avifauna of some 136 species. This nature
reserve has established good cooperation relationships with
the Fujian Bird Watching Society.
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From Xiamen Bird Watching Soci-
ety

1 Six teams from XMBWS par-
ticipated in the Crazy-Month Bird
Race, submitting seven birding re-
ports including the Eurasian Siskin,
which was a new record for Xiamen.

2 Avifauna Survey of
Jinguanghu Lake, Tong’an, Xiamen
has been initiated. Two surveys have
been carried out up till now, and four
new records for the local site were
recorded, including Great Barbet,
Moustached Laughingthrush, Bay
Woodpecker and Mountain Hawk
Eagle.

3 The 2006 National Simulta-

From Zhejiang Wild Bird Society

1 Mr. Feng Gang, a famous
Wildlife photographer came to
Hangzhou in Dec, 2005. He met
members of the Society, shared ex-
periences of bird photography with
them, and also gave his warm admi-
ration to our members’ photos of
wild birds.

2 16 members of ZIWBS took
part in the Crazy-Month Bird Race.
Three new records for Hangzhou
were created during the race: House
Swift, Gadwall and Common

20

local bird watching societies
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neous Waterbird Survey along the
east coast continues to be organized
by XMBWS. Please send all rel-
evant data to Ms. Chen Zhihong, at

the email address chzh@public.xm.
fi.cn.
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Goldeneye.

3 Four White-winged Sco-
ters were recorded at Ningbo
on 7 January, during the simul-
taneous world census for Black-
faced Spoonbills.

4 500 Saunders's Gulls
and three Oriental White
Storks were recorded during
the National Simultaneous

Waterbird Survey.

1. 2005412 H 12 H
e, ALK R P w
e, WLE S ar o b

H, —3Z A8 B8 ir T 418 BA
i, AEVCVUZEYR LT T PN g H
MM, 17 H, 103 45 4>
SR 18 HE 19 H, 03560 4
S, AT, AR CRRNEL
KNG, B EVF L SR, Al
KA AR LT I i R ALY -

2+ BRI % X 40610 5 28 B
WEWES RS, ST T FKiA
. 2005 4F 12 25 H, 053 44
AEFP, S NRERE, IR E—
IR T AR S KRR
B0 MRS . TS SEOR . 2006
1 H14H, WdxE 39 N EF, It
r e R T A 1 R S

3+ 2006 HEAx [E AT K 5 [ 25 1R
AH A T S g%, H
SEWF: 1 H22H, 2H19H, 3
H19H, 4 H16 H, 5 14 H,
6 H11 H, 7H9H, 8 H13 H,
9H10H, 10 H8 H, 11 H5 Hk
19 H(F58), 12 H17 H. AR
P o B GEPIC B, T IR A

chzh@public. xm. £j.cn. FHEM LY
S H AL 50U 5 2350 B 7 53
%, W77 SRS I E
AR

WL AIBAEIL 50 2 N L35 4 (T A 5)
PIESE IS W B AT T 320, %220
JEs T AR B A Bk (1RORS R B A s ) 1]
Fo Al RO FRAS T K S SR



SO TER

P @ L X AL China Bird Watch

U T 44 0
RSB A, BB KKK
TG AE SR IS . 15 W )T
ST LR FSTE KT N AT
Y .

2. 20054F 12 H 3 HA 12
H 20 H, WiilHr 2 A ay 24
NI 36, B RS S b 28 AT
T 24 /NHFHTTEZE X IO & L3¢
WwEah, JLE 16 ASntbgE, W

CRINTHEM S hEERE)

From Shenzhen Bird Watching
Society

1 Shenzhen Birdwatching
Society continues weekly activi-
ties to promote bird conservation
among the public.

2 Members of the society took
part in the National Simultaneous
Waterbird Survey along the east
coast on 18 December, 2005 and 22
January, 2006.

3. On December 10, 2005,
about 20 volunteers helped to orga-
nize a birdwatching promotion ac-
tivity at the mangrove forest for 100
teachers from primary and middle
schools of the city.

4 New Year Party of the soci-
ety was held on 23 December, 2005.

5 Between 5 and 7 January,
2006, the training course of the
first-phase Epson Sustainable Edu-
cation Program for teachers from
Shenzhen was held in Hong Kong.
The program is co-organized by
Epson limited, WWF Hong Kong,
Futian Education Bureau of
Shenzhen and Shenzhen
Bridwatching Society.

6 10 members of the society
participated the International

Black-faced Spoonbill Census on

6-8 January, 2006.
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From Chengdu Bird Watching So-
ciety

A 2006 New Year party was held
by Chengdu Bird Watching Society,
to express hearted gratitude for all
those who had helped in the develop-
ment and functioning of the
organization. Issues regarding future
development and construction of the
CDBWS were also discussed on the

party.
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From Fuiian Bird Wathing Society
1 700 more Swan Geese, 15 Tundra Swans and one

Relict Gull with color ring were recorded at the estuary of

Miniiang on 1-2 January, 2006.

2 Activity to help the public to know the value of the
wetland was held on 2 February, 2006, the 10th World Wet-
land Day. 30 more citizens were organized to go to the
estuary of Minjiang by the Society.
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FromShanghai Wild Bird Society

1 Members of Shanghai
Wild Bird Society took part in the
Crazy Month Bird Race.

2 Birdwatchers from Shang-
hai participanted the Interna-
tional Black-faced Spoonbill
Census in Qidong, Jiangsu and
Shanghai, four BFS were found
in Chongming island.

3 Birdwatchers from Shang-
hai joined in the avifauna census
of Chongming island and
Jiuduansha during 2005.

4 A Japanese Sprrowhawk
was rescued by members of
Shanghai Wild Bird Society on
20 Oct, but mission failed at last.
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On February 4, the pheasant-tailed jacana re-
introduction area at Guantian Township,
Tainan County in Taiwan held the publishing
ceremony of a documentary about the ecology
of pheasant-tailed jacana and also the party
for the Chinese New Year.
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A Violet Cuckoo was seen at Botanic Garden,
Xishuangbanna, Yunnan on 12 Dec[Li Sheng & Shen Xiaolil
A Glaucous Gull was recorded at Laizhou, Shandong
on 24 Dec[Li Haichenl], another one was seen at Dandong,
Liaoning on 31 Dec[Liu Yang];

Four Pallas’s Sea-Eagles were recorded at Qinggedahu,
Changji, Xinjiang on 24 Dec[Wang Chuanbol;

A Solitary Snipe was recorded at Jumahe, Beijing on 26
Dec [Li Xinl, it was still there on 2 Jan, 2006[Li Haitaol]

12 Himalayan Bulbul were photoed at Rikaze, Tibet at
the end of 2005, maybe the first record of China, one Fire-
tailed Myzornis was recorded there also.[Zhang Gaofeng];
Five Reed Parrotbills were recorded at Mengjin NR,
Henan on 1-2 Jan[Tao Xudong];

1,600 Black Larks at Kalamaili NR, Xinjiang on 2-3 Jan
[Wang Chuanbol;

One Relict Gull with red leg-flag was recorded at the
estuary of Minjiang on 2 January[Fujian BWS];

Five White-winged Scoter were photoed at Zhenbeitu,
Zhenhai,Zhejiang on 8 Jan[Li Youl;

A Solitary Snipe was recorded at Labahe NR,Ya'an,
Sichuan on 12 Jan[Dong Leil;

1300-1500 Lesser Whistling-Ducks at Qiongzhong,
Hainan this winter, maybe the biggest count in China, but
this site is facing threatened[Lu Gang];

100 Lapland Longspurs and one Honred Lark at
Shisanling Reservoir, Beijing this winter[LI Haitaol;

One female Scaly-sided Merganser was photoed at
Shimen, Conghua, Guangdong on 21 Jan,a rare record for
the province.More surveys need to be undertaken at similar
sites in south China to identify the wintering sites of impor-
tance for this Endangered species[Liao Xiaodong];

One female Long-tailed Duck at Shenzhen on 22-23
Jan, a rare record in south China[Dong Jiangtian];

Five Short-tailed Parrotbills were photoed at Wuyuan,
Jiangxi on 31 January[Yang Zhidong];

8000-10000 Baikal Teals found at Dongtan, Chongming
island, Shanghai on 24-27 January.it's the biggest flock of
Baikal Teals found wintering in China for many years and
isthe only major wintering flock of thousands of birds found
outside Korea in recent decades[Zhang Kejial;

Five new records for Hainan province including Sand
Martin, Black-tailed Gull, Long-billed Dowitcher, Heuglin's
Gull, Tufted Duck were seen during the waterbird survey in
Jan[Lu Gang];
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One male Long-tailed Duck at Yazihe, Guanghan, Sichuan

on 30 Jan-2 Feb[Zhang Jun & Dong Leil.
Edited by Lei Jinyu(Beijing Bird Watching Society)
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